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vented by the vigilance of the police, and over two hundred arrests 
have been made for a neglect to comply with the cubic air-space ordi- 
nance. Scavengers are employed to remove the garbage frequently, 
sweep the streets, and sprinkle them afterwards with HgCl 2 solution 
three times a week, weather permitting. Liming of unsanitary places, 
such as closets, urinals, cellars, back areas, and unclean alleyways, is 
progressing rapidly, and at the completion of this form of disinfection 
the same territory will be covered again, using instead carbolic-acid 
spray. The sick are inspected daily, the dead examined carefully, and 
necropsies insisted upon in doubtful cases in order that no case of 
plague escape detection. 

The extermination of rats, by means of traps and poisons, continues 
unabated throughout Chinatown and at some of the wharves. As a 
successful ratsbane we have found that phosphorus, when incorporated 
with cheese in the form of a Welsh rarebit, will give quick results. 
It is best, however, to change the character of the food bait occasion- 
ally, as the animals become suspicious and wary of the same food, 
when used for too long a time. 

Respectfully, Rupert Blue, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon. 

Respectfully forwarded. 

A. H. Glenn an, 

Surgeon. 

Summary of precautionary measures on the Mexican frontier to prevent 
the introduction of plague across the harder into the United States. 

Following is a summary of the precautionary measures which have 
been adopted with a view to preventing entrance of persons from 
infected districts without careful examination; also for the investiga- 
tion of rumors which frequently prevail under these circumstances, 
and the tracing down of which, with negative results, renews confi- 
dence. These measures, therefore, are chiefly precautionary. 

The latest official and reliable information from Mexico shows that 
the Mexican authorities have the situation well in hand and that their 
efforts are meeting with success. (See telegram from Surgeon Gui- 
teras, City of Mexico, in this issue under the caption of "Mexico.") 

Detail of officers. 

Asst. Surg. L. L. Lumsden, ordered from San Francisco, left on 
March 3 for Los Angeles, where he remained one day to obtain facts 
concerning Chinaman suspected of plague and supposed to have come 
from Phoenix; thence he went to Phcenix, investigating this matter 
and reporting that circumstantial evidence rendered the diagnosis of 
plague in this case highly improbable; thence to Tucson, Nogales, and 
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Doug-las. He will now have charge of a continuous line inspection of 
points on the border of the United States and Mexico from Yuma to 
El Paso, both places inclusive. 

Acting Asst. Surg. A. L. Gustetter is on duty at Nogales. 

Acting Asst. Surg. E. Alexander is on duty at El Paso. 

Acting Asst. Surg. Lea Hume is on duty at Eagle Pass. 

Acting Asst. Surg. H. J. Hamilton is on duty at Laredo. 

Acting Asst. Surg. F. T. Wright is on duty at Douglas. 

At Naco, which, like Douglas, is in the general vicinity of Nogales 
at a short line railroad crossing into Sonora, Mexico, measures have 
been taken to establish an inspection station. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Wertenbaker was sent to El Paso as 
supervisor to temporarily strengthen the inspection service at that 
point. He arrived March 4, reported conditions and inspection good, 
and was ordered to rejoin his station. 

P. A. Surg. S. B. Grubbs is at Guaymas, Mexico, where he is able 
•to obtain considerable information from Mazatlan, and keeps the 
Bureau informed as to the situatien on the coast, outlets from Sinaloa, 
etc. Dr. Grubbs is, moreover, a competent bacteriologist. 

Asst. Surg. Edward Francis, also a competent bacteriologist, arrived 
in the City of Mexico on February 24 to confer with Dr. Eduardo 
Liceaga, president of the Superior Board of Health, and keep the 
Bureau informed of Mexican measures. He took with him a complete 
bacteriological outfit. He is at the present time at Durango. 

Surg. G. M. Guiteras left March 4 for Eagle Pass to strengthen 
the inspection service at that point and the vicinity. His knowledge 
of the Spanish language will make him valuable for duty in Mexico 
if necessary. After completing a thorough inspection of Eagle Pass 
and vicinity he was ordered to the City of Mexico to confer with Dr. 
Liceaa'a. 
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Investigation of smallpox in Morgantown, West Virginia. 

Baltimore, Md., March 11, 1903. 

Sir: As directed by Bureau telegram of March 5, 1903, 1 proceeded 
by the midnight train to Morgantown, West Virginia. Arriving there, 
after receipt of instructions from the Bureau, I held a conference that 
night with the board of health and the health officer, and the next 
morning, in company with the latter, visited 20 patients, in 13 houses, 
suffering, or having recently suffered, from an eruptive disease. Of 
these, 3 were varicella. Of the remainder, 9 were certainly smallpox, 
and the 8 others, judging from their history and conditions of occur- 
rence, were with reasonable certainty the same disease. 

This smallpox has been in Morgantown since early January or late 
December. There had been the usual disagreement as to the diagno- 



